Greatest NW200 race

Posted by edscape - 2008/05/14 23:57

| know a lot of you guys are already on the circuit, but for those who are not there yet or those who will not be going to
the Northwest, what is your memory of the best race you've seen on the famous circuit. The 400 (or was it 600) race with
Dave Leach, Brian Reid and Steve Ives maybe? The McCallen 250 banzai charge from the back of the grid? Joeys
chase after Trevor Nation on the Norton rotary? Steve Cull's famous recovery ride?

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by moffy - 2008/05/15 00:36

Robert holden winning, He was and still is my racing HERO

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by conor337 - 2008/05/15 01:43

god too many to choose from here!!!
| could be wrong here but i seem to remember as a kid a great race between Joey and Roger Marshall.
There have been some awesome 250cc races down the year especially involving Woolsey Coulter.

McCallens charge on the 250 stands out as does the race the year he was punted into the hay bales at Church when
Davy Johnstons' brakes failed! (at least that was Davy's story and he's sticking to it!)

Joeys win on the 750cc production honda

Fogarty's double on the Duke, not great racing but his sheer emoition and desire to win, and the fact he brought me into
his motorhome that morning to find a pen that worked to sign my programme made it a memorable day for me!

heres a bit of a spinon the question though what about great races to come?

Robert extending his record of wins?

Rutter winning the NW200 on the NW200 Duke on the 80th anniversary?
the first Dunlop superbike win in over a decade?

Wilcox winning a 125cc finally?

First home Superbike winner in over a decade?

Johnny Rea winning where his dad never did?

will any of these happen in the next few years?

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by big d - 2008/05/15 10:50

Let's go back to the Connor McGinn\Donny Robinson 350 scrap, | forget which year but they are supposed to have
changed positions on the last lap on at least six ocassions. That's my tuppence worth.

Big D.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by pistonhead - 2008/05/15 11:09

Remember the 600 race back in the 90's? forget exact year (1994?7?) but there was 5 or 6 of them battling for win -
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Simpson, Duffus, Moddie, Mike Edwards, etc and coming into Metropole on last lap no other than Joey Dunlop, who im
sure we'll all agree was never really a 600cc great, took the lead only to hit neutral going out of church corner and | think
Mike Edwards eventually took the win on the V&M machine.

That year will also be remembered for Robert's ride in both superbike races on the ill-fated RC45. He was unstoppable
that day!! Hard to believe what happened 2 weeks later. I'm sure Robert would have been sitting with NW200 wins well
into the 20's by now.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by Alan Oates - 2008/05/15 12:25

The day Owen McNally won - that was a good day.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by RyanD - 2008/05/15 14:26

2002 superbike race 2. How a result was ever called from that race | dont it it was so close

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by Savo - 2008/05/15 17:28

Year 2000, Richard Britton (Yamaha) Production Race.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by Muzz - 2008/05/15 17:29

Richard Brittons Production win. Or The year Archie won the race on the line.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by shuffler - 2008/05/15 20:42

big d's right,one of the best race's i have ever seen. The year was 1981.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by davidj - 2008/05/15 22:02

| well remember a blistering hot day at Black Hill watching Mick Grant and Barry Ditchburn on the Green meanie's
coming round as if tied together with string.

What year would that have been?
Am | right in thinking that same year the stuntman ? Dave Taylor ? did a lap entirely on the back wheel?
Come to think of it whatever happened to Barry Ditchburn?

David
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Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by edscape - 2008/05/15 22:42

That's before my time. But here's a memory for you.

http://www.vintagebike.co.uk/Bike%20Directories/Racingpictures/pages/Barry-Ditchburn-Kawasaki.htm

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by Phil Windrum - 2008/05/16 14:07

| think Dave Taylor's lap was '78 as that was my first North West.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by thecubanboy - 2008/05/17 19:18

Michaels win today has to go down in history. What courage. | found it hard to control my emotions watching it on the
bbc website. He did his dad proud.

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by PhIilCBR - 2008/05/17 23:44

Yep, | think today's 250 race is probably the best NW200 race in history, perhaps for different reasons than why this post
was started. | think today's 250 race will be the stuff of future folklore!!!! It really is a case of "you couldn't make this stuff

up"

Re:Greatest NW200 race

Posted by crazy blanket - 2008/05/18 09:23

All things considered, you won't get any arguments there Phil...that race will never be topped for a long long time.
Awesome. The boy became a MAN!
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